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- Still employed by the church and wealthy

- Employed by the patronage system
- The patron paid the composer for each work
- Decided they type of piece written
- Limited the composers creative freedom

- Important Baroque composers
- Bach
- Handel
- Pachabel
- Vivaldi
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Two popular keyboard instruments of the day were the organ and harpsichord. The

violin was the queen of instruments during this time. During the Renaissance
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« Two popular keyboard instruments of the day were the organ and harpsichord. The
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instrumental music was written for dances. The piano had not yet been invented.

- Before the Baroque period, instrumental music was used mostly for singing and
dancing. Now instrumental music was being written and played for its own sake.
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Music of the Baroque period is complicated. It's like trying to listen to four or five
people talking, all at the same time.

« Musicians of the day made up music as they played it. That's called improvising. It
let performers "show off."

« Two popular keyboard instruments of the day were the organ and harpsichord. The
violin was the queen of instruments during this time. During the Renaissance
instrumental music was written for dances. The piano had not yet been invented.

- Before the Baroque period, instrumental music was used mostly for singing and
dancing. Now instrumental music was being written and played for its own sake.

- The Baroque period saw the beginning of the orchestra. A chamber orchestra is a
small orchestra where each player has her own part to play. Chamber music is played
by trios (3), quartets (4), quintets (5), and up to about ten players.

« Form is a plan a composer has when he writes a song. Many of the musical forms that
were used during this time are still used today. A popular form of this time was the
fugue.
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- A fugue is like a round. One voice starts the piece, then
other voices enter, one after another, just like in a
round. The difference is that the voices in fugues enter
on higher and lower pitches. They also continue to play
new material while the other voices make their
entrance.
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BAROQUE MUSIC

- A fugue is like a round. One voice starts the piece, then other
voices enter, one after another, just like in a round. The
difference is that the voices in fugues enter on higher and lower
pitches. They also continue to play new material while the other
voices make their entrance.

» Music of the Classical period was also very structured and
emotions were controlled. It was tuneful and simple. Even
the size of the orchestra was small, usually with no more than 40
musicians.

- The Classical period wanted balance and contrast. This was
achieved using form. Music was not to be too loud or too soft,
too fast or too slow. Nothing was done in the extreme. Control
was more important than strong emotions.
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Binary Form-Music composed in two related sections usually repeated. AABB

Ternary Form-Music composed in two related sections with the third literally repeated
ABA
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- Form

- Dances were popular during this period as well as preludes, fugues, suites, toccatas
and theme and variations. Binary and ternary forms were used frequently.

- Harmony

- Two or more melodies played at the same time created a musical texture called
counterpoint. There were frequent harmonic changes. Tonality was based on major
and minor keys.

- Keyboard Instruments
- Clavichord,
- Harpsichord
- Organ
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« Rhythm

- Emphasis was on strong beats, upbeats and fast-changing rhythmic
motion. Eighths, 16ths and triplets were frequently used.

- Style

- Phrase and expression marks were not used. Faster notes were
normally played smooth; slower notes were normally played not very
smooth. Ornaments were used frequently.
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« Bach

- Created complex polyphonic (layered melodies that weave in and out of each
other) music.

* Fancy Ornamentation

» Imitation-the repetition of a phrase or melody

* Sequences-A pattern of notes that goes up or down in pitch every time it is repeated
* Trills

* Fastnotes

* Chords to accompany melody

* Terraced Dynamics-loudness or softness depending on the texture of the music

* Tempo markings

* Improvisation

* The use of music to express emotion
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* Opera
- Combined music, acting, scenery, costumes and props.

- The script or libretto is sang by the actors and actresses
* Opera Seria Serious opera
* Opera Buffa Funny opera

- Cantata
- Similar to the opera
- A series of arias (an elaborate vocal solo)

- and recitatives (a rhythmically free vocal style that imitates natural
speech)

- Not staged or acted.
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 The Birth of the Modern Orchestra

* Strings
- Strings-15t & 2"d Violins, Viola Cello, Double Bass
- Woodwind-a pair of flutes, oboes
- Percussion-Kettle drums/timpani
- Keyboard-Harpsichord

» Solo Instruments
- Organ, Violin
— Choirs
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Baroque Art

* Art during this time copied life and
created an earthy realism in their
paintings.

» Artists paid special attention to form and
figure, light and shadow.

 Art was dramatic, emotional, full of life
and movement
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Baroque Lifestyle
* Extreme class differences
* Wars
* Popular Themes during this time
* Carpe Diem (Seize the day)
* Momento Mori (Remember that you must
die)



























