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time period. People were taking an 

interest in the classical artistic and 

literary heritage of Greece and Rome. 

• This era is also known as the Age of 
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• The music of the classical period reflected 

the changes happening in society during 

this time.  

• Public concerts became an important part 

of the musical scene.  

• Music was still being composed for the 

church and the court, but public concerts 

reflected the view that music should be 

written for the enjoyment and entertainment 

of the common person 
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• Music of the Classical Era is very different 

from what preceded  and followed it.  

• Classical Music uses much clearer and 

more explicit directions from the 

composer in the area of tempo, dynamics, 

and expressive qualities. 

• Emotional aspects of the music were 
carefully controlled by the composer. 
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• Concerto-a musical composition for a solo 

instrument or instruments accompanied by an 

orchestra, especially one conceived on a 

relatively large scale. 

 

• Sonata-a composition for an instrumental 

soloist, often with a piano accompaniment, 

typically in several movements with one or more 

in sonata form. 

Types of Classical Compositions 



MELODY:  Short and clearly defined musical 

phrases with two or more contrasting 

themes. 

 



MELODY:  Short and clearly defined musical phrases with two or more 

contrasting themes. 

 

RHYTHM: Very defined and regular.  Less 

complex than Baroque 

 



MELODY:  Short and clearly defined musical phrases with two or more 

contrasting themes. 

 

RHYTHM: Very defined and regular.  Less complex than Baroque 

 

TEXTURE: Mostly Homophonic, Sounds 

lighter and clearer than Baroque.   

 



MELODY:  Short and clearly defined musical phrases with two or more 

contrasting themes. 

 

RHYTHM: Very defined and regular.  Less complex than Baroque 

 

TEXTURE: Mostly Homophonic, Sounds lighter and clearer than 

Baroque.   

 

TIMBRE: The symphony orchestra was 

organized into four sections - strings, 

woodwind, brass and percussion. The 

harpsichord was seldom used. 



 

Homophonic-One melody with accompanying 

parts moving in the same rhythm as the 

melody. 







In 1732 George Washington was born 



1752 Benjamin Franklin proves that lighting  

is electricity 
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Industrial REVOLUTION  

• Period of time when Europe and America 

became industrial and urban. 

• Manufacturing was done in peoples homes 

• They used hand tools or basic machines 

• Saw improved systems of transportation 

• Increased volume and variety of 

manufactured goods 



Politics 

• French and Indian war happened, 1754 - 

1763 
 



Politics 

• French and Indian war happened, 1754 - 

1763 

• American declaration of independence, 

1776 
 



Politics 

• French and Indian war happened, 1754 - 

1763 

• American declaration of independence, 

1776 

• Bill of Rights, 1791 
 



Politics 

• French and Indian war happened, 1754 - 

1763 

• American declaration of independence, 

1776 

• Bill of Rights, 1791 

• Louisiana purchase, 1801 
 


