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 The Middle Ages or Medieval Period lasted from the year ____or 

the Collapse of  the ________  ________  ________ until the year 

______.   

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 3 

MEDIEVAL TIMES AND 

MUSIC

 The Middle Ages or Medieval Period lasted from the year 500 or 

the Collapse of  the Western Roman Empire until the year 1400.   

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 4 

MEDIEVAL TIMES AND 

MUSIC

 The Medieval Period was not a great time to be alive.  What was 

going on during this time?

1.

2.

3.
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 The Medieval Period was not a great time to be alive.  What was 

going on during this time?

1. Famine

2. Plague

3. Public Execution
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 There was little to do for entertainment.  When people did go out, 

where did they go?
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 There was little to do for entertainment.  When people did go out, 

where did they go?

Church

What religion(s) reigned during this time?
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 There was little to do for entertainment.  When people did go out, 

where did they go?

Church

What religion(s) reigned during this time?

Christianity & the Catholic Church

What kind of  music was preferred?
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 There was little to do for entertainment.  When people did go out, 

where did they go?

Church

What religion(s) reigned during this time?

Christianity & the Catholic Church

What kind of  music was preferred?

Sacred or Religious
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 The end of  the Medieval Period moved us to the __________ or 

the “_____________”.
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 The end of  the Medieval Period moved us to the Renaissance or 

the “Age of  Discovery” or “Rebirth”.
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 Who made most of  the rules during the Medieval Period?
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 Who made most of  the rules during the Medieval Period?

Royalty and Church Leaders
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 Explain how early music was taught and remembered.
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 Explain how early music was taught and remembered.

Music was written and taught by wrote to choir members and 

the congregation learned by repetition.

 Why was this method good?

 Why would it be bad?
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 Explain how early music was taught and remembered.

Music was written and taught by wrote to choir members and 

the congregation learned by repetition.

 Why was this method good?

It was easy and quick to teach

 Why would it be bad?
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 Explain how early music was taught and remembered.

Music was written and taught by wrote to choir members and 

the congregation learned by repetition.

 Why was this method good?

It was easy and quick to teach

 Why would it be bad?

The music was not always taught the same way
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 A Famous form of  Medieval Music is?

 What language was this music sung in?

 What was the subject of  this music?
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 A Famous form of  Medieval Music is?

Gregorian Chant

 What language was this music sung in?

 What was the subject of  this music?
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 A Famous form of  Medieval Music is?

Gregorian Chant

 What language was this music sung in?

Latin

 What was the subject of  this music?
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 A Famous form of  Medieval Music is?

Gregorian Chant

 What language was this music sung in?

Latin

 What was the subject of  this music?

Religion
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 Gregoiran Chant was named after an important person.

 What was his name?

 What did he do for Medieval Music?

 Who did he get to help him?
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 Gregoiran Chant was named after an important person.

 What was his name?

Pope Gregory I

 What did he do for Medieval Music?

 Who did he get to help him?
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 Gregoiran Chant was named after an important person.

 What was his name?

Pope Gregory I

 What did he do for Medieval Music?

Decided the music needed to be written down in order to 

preserve  it for the future.

 Who did he get to help him?
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 Gregoiran Chant was named after an important person.

 What was his name?

Pope Gregory I

 What did he do for Medieval Music?

Decided the music needed to be written down in order to 

preserve  it for the future.

 Who did he get to help him?

Monks
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A Catholic Monk Writing 

Gregorian Chant Pope Gregory I
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 Early Music was often performed by a single voice or instrument.  

Performing alone with a single line of  music is called 

_________________.

 A single line of  unaccompanied vocal melody is called  

_________________.
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 Early Music was often performed by a single voice or instrument.  

Performing alone with a single line of  music is called 

Monophony

 A single line of  unaccompanied vocal melody is called  

_________________.
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 Early Music was often performed by a single voice or instrument.  

Performing alone with a single line of  music is called 

Monophony

 A single line of  unaccompanied vocal melody is called

Plain Chant
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 Homophonic music is when ____________________ voices 

perform a ___________________ line of  music.
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 Homophonic music is when Multiple voices perform a Single 

line of  music.
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 Musical Notation: Medieval vs Today

1. What about the staff?

2. What about the meter?

3. Called ___________________  Not _________________
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 Musical Notation: Medieval vs Today

1. What about the staff?

4 lines NOT 5

1. What about the meter?

2. Called ______________ Not ______________
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 Musical Notation: Medieval vs Today

1. What about the staff?

4 lines NOT 5

1. What about the meter?

No discernable Meter

1. Called _____________ Not __________________
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 Musical Notation: Medieval vs Today

1. What about the staff?

4 lines NOT 5

1. What about the meter?

No discernable Meter

1. Called Neumes Not Notes
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 Chant Notation
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 What is Organum?

 Who are the two most famous composers of  Organum in the 

1200’s?

 Where were these two collaborators studying?
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 What is Organum?

Organum is a plainchant melody that has at least one added 

voice to enhance the harmony.

 Who are the two most famous composers of  Organum in the 

1200’s?

 Where were these two collaborators studying?
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 What is Organum?

Organum is a plainchant melody that has at least one added 

voice to enhance the harmony.

 Who are the two most famous composers of  Organum in the 

1200’s?

Leonin & Perotin

 Where were these two collaborators studying?

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 42 

MEDIEVAL TIMES AND 

MUSIC

 What is Organum?

Organum is a plainchant melody that has at least one added 

voice to enhance the harmony.

 Who are the two most famous composers of  Organum in the 

1200’s?

Leonin & Perotin

 Where were these two collaborators studying?

In Paris: the Notre Dame School
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In France secular (non church) music became popular as we began to 

get closer to the Renaissance.  The musicians who performed this 

secular music were called  Troubadours (Southern France) and 

Trouveres (Northern France).  They were artist, composer, singers 

who traveled and performed new music.  Some were hired by  royalty 

into long term positions. Since Monks were some of  the only people 

trained in writing music, these musicians passed their compositions by 

wrote.  
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This music was based on poetry.  This was the birth of  music for 

entertainment.

Text
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Machaut & Ars Nova

Machaut is the most important composer of  the “New Art” era.  He 

was a musical genius and a poet who wrote and composed religious 

music as well as music about courtly love….Not necessarily about 

married royalty, but the “unspoken” relationships of  the court. 
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